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Sinai Orphanage, Madras, India
by James Gilbert, Minister

Sinai orphanage was opened over 20 years ago by Pastor John, the 
minister of an independent Christian church in Mamallapuram, 
near Madras. He saw the plight of some of the street children 
around Madras and felt that ‘someone’ needed to do something for 
them and on reflection, concluded that when he thought ‘someone’ 
should do something – ‘someone’ meant his family.

Over the past 20 years, they have given a decent start in life to 
hundreds of children who otherwise would have stayed on the streets. 
At present they support 62 children between the ages of 3 and 18 and 
before the recession, they opened a school in one of the poorest villages 
in the area to provide free education for village children who would 
otherwise have missed out.
The children come from the poorest backgrounds and their stories are 

heart-rending, one child who came as a baby – her mother was a blind 
beggar who had been raped, she was found by the police, taking the 
child down to the sea to drown her. The baby was brought to Pastor and 
Mrs. John and she is now a happy, bright eleven year old – things could 
have been very different.
The work they do is excellent and can mean all the difference to the 

children they take in, who are from all backgrounds and religions. They 
are an independent charitable organisation, not getting funding from the 

CAMBOURNE 
EAGLES U14/U15

Cambourne Eagles highly 
successful U14 team who play 
in the Cambridge and District 
Colts ‘A’ League are now 
recruiting for new players to 
join them for season 2010/2011 
(U15 level).

This team of lads have worked 
their way up into the much 
acclaimed ‘A ‘ league and are now 
playing football at the very top 
of their game. Historically this 
team have been made up of 13 
and 14 year old boys. The younger 
boys, from next season, are going 
to drop down and play at their 
correct age group, leaving a few 
places available for new comers.
If you enjoy playing football, 

and think you would thrive on 
the challenge of playing at such 
a competitive level and are in 
current school year 9 (year 10 for 
the beginning of season 2010/11), 
then please get in touch with the 
club. We will be holding training 
sessions over the next few weeks 
for you to join.
Alternatively, if you are current 

school year 8 (year 9 for season 
2010/11) and would like to join 
our new U14’s for next season, 
then please do get in touch as 
well.

Two of our current U14 players 
give their point of view:
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government or any other agency and as Pastor John is the minister of an independent 
church, there is no wider denomination to give them support. 

With the coming of the recession, for us in the West it meant that some people 
lost their jobs and people are suffering, but for us it isn’t a matter of life and death, 
in South India it is a different matter. A lot of overseas donations dried up and the 
orphanage and school have experienced difficulties – and in real terms, that has 
meant that they have not been able to take in the number of children they had hoped 
to.

Gamlingay Baptist Church hold a coffee morning each month and so for the 
moment these are being held in aid of Sinai Orphanage, because even a small 
amount can make a great deal of difference. All are warmly invited.

“We have played for several football teams, but playing for Cambourne Eagles has 
been by far the most enjoyable as well as challenging playing teams that, along with 
Cambourne, are the best in the area. We joined the team as newcomers last season 
and found everybody very friendly and soon felt part of the team. We train once a 
week and our Manager, Mark, always makes it fun. Matches can be tough and you 
have to work hard at this level, but win or lose we always have a good time. We 
would encourage anyone interested in playing football to come along to training and 
give it a go. We’re sure you will enjoy it!”

Jake and Karl Kendall

At Eagles we pride ourselves in the standard of football we offer to all our children. 
Our individual team successes are a credit to the children, the managers and the 
positive football environment that we provide.

For more details, please contact the club Chairman: Sally Day on: sally.day@
hotmail.co.uk Cambourne Eagles U14 (Season2009/2010)

Cambourne Eagles 2010
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News from the churches
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Dear Readers,
Like many I’m looking forward to the World Cup; by the time this issue of the Gazette is published the tournament should be 

nearing its climax and England will, no doubt, be on their way to a semi-final clash with Germany, or Argentina, where they will 
lose in a penalty shoot-out (I’m not sure if that’s optimistic or pessimistic). 

It’s good to have something to look forward to and I always look forward to the World Cup every four years. I have to be honest 
and say that I don’t really enjoy it in the hope that England will win but more because I simply love the game of football and the 
thought of seeing a whole variety of styles of football from a variety of countries is very appealing.

This year is notable for being the first World Cup finals to be held in the African continent and South Africa is an interesting 
choice as for so many years the nation was boycotted by other countries because of the apartheid regime there. 

Sport and politics are inextricably linked whether we want to admit that or not; sport doesn’t exist in a vacuum and the plight 
of people who live in poverty or through times of war can’t be ignored because of a football match. In some way sport, and 
especially football, might be able to bring people together in a spirit of harmony and respect. The shame is that this respect might 
only be temporary.
Religion can be like that too; we would rather keep politics out of it. When we gather in a place of worship we sometimes can be 
guilty of wanting to shut the world out and exist for a short time in a refuge from all that is painful. But God is not aloof and we 

Service for July and August 2010

Sunday 4 July Trinity 5 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Service & Baptisms G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 11 July Trinity 6 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

Sunday 18 July Trinity 7 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 25 July Trinity 8 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist & Baptism E
6pm Evensong G

Monday 26 July 8pm Meditation G
Sunday1 August Trinity 9 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service G
6pm Evensong E

Sunday 8 August Trinity 10 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist H

Sunday 15 August Trinity 11 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 22 August Trinity 11 8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Sunday 29 August Trinity 15 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

‘Women in Partnership’
For the Ladies:
On the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 3:00pm.
(contact above for details)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

Come Dine With Me!
In September this year, we begin our 
next Alpha Course.
It is an informal evening set around a 
meal for those who want to find out 
more about Christianity. You are warmly 
invited!
If interested, please contact our minister 
for details.

continued from page �

cannot keep God out of suffering. Indeed, God will work in the opposite direction to 
us if we try to do that. I believe God insists on drawing to our attention the plight of 
the poor, of the refuges from war, of those whose lives are oppressed. Equally God 
wants us to celebrate our lives and the diversity of humanity; the Gospel of good news 
does not allow us to wallow in self-pity but instead invites us to change what is unjust 
so that everyone, absolutely everyone, can rejoice in the freedom of God’s love. 
The South African ‘Freedom Charter’ adopted at the Congress of the People, 
Kliptown, on 26 June 1955 states: South Africa shall strive to maintain world peace 
and the settlement of all international disputes by negotiation - not war; Peace and 
friendship amongst all our people shall be secured by upholding the equal rights, 
opportunities and status of all.
May we echo that sentiment, whatever country we support at the World Cup, and may 
your summer be filled with peace and joy.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,
When people find out I’m a Baptist minister, one of two things seems to happen 

– people either tell me their problems, or with great passion fire at me all the reasons 
why they ‘can’t believe in God!!!!!’

A while ago I met a gentleman who comes in the latter category and he said that he 
cannot believe in any deity when there is so much evil in the world. I thought for a 
moment and asked him – ‘If there were a God, would you want him in your life?’ And 
he was honest with his reply: ‘No, not really, I’m fine as I am.’

That is the root of the human problem and has been since almost the beginning 
– Christians talk of ‘the Fall of Humanity’ – that point where human beings rejected 
the Lordship of God and chose to go their own way. They pushed God out of the 
picture. People chose and continue to choose to live their lives without God – except 
perhaps at the end, when after a life of living as they choose, they hope that there may 
be a heaven and if there is a God, then He might let them in…

People don’t want God in their lives, they exploit His world as they want to and then 
blame Him for all that is wrong – when in actual fact, people are only getting what 
they want – God out of the picture. In this fallen world, as human beings we are only 
living with the consequences of our desire to live without God.

But God – and I think those two words together are wonderful, because even though 
we choose to go our own way, God our creator still loves us enough to want to stop 
us going to our destruction. We reject Him, ‘But God’ still loves us and wants to bring 
us back to the position He created humanity for – back into a living relationship with 
Him. God would arrest us in our tracks and call us back to Him – time and again in 
the Bible we read the words: ‘Seek the Lord while He may be found’ (Deuteronomy 
4:29, Isaiah 55:6, Jeremiah 29:13, Amos 4:4 & 4:6 to name a few).

God’s attitude to the world and His solution to its problems can be summed up in 
one verse of the Bible, perhaps the most famous – ‘For God so loved the world that 
He gave His one and only Son, that whosoever believes in (trusts in, relies wholly 
upon) Him shall not perish but have eternal life’ (John 3:16). This verse comes as an 
invitation, one that needs to be actively accepted, not just ignored – R.S.V.P. – ‘Seek 
the Lord while He may be found’…

Best wishes!
James.

Coffee Mornings – in aid of Sinai 
Orphanage, Madras

Sinai Orphanage in Marmallapurum, 
Madras is run by Pastor John. The 
orphanage takes in street children, 
aiming to give them an education and 
a good start in life. It is a charitable 
institution with no government or agency 
funding.

In the Large Hall (Former British 
School)

Thursday 15th July 2010 and 
Thursday 19th August 2010

10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?



COMMUNITY CORNER

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday, 2nd September
Norma Hood
54 Stocks Lane

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 12th July 
AGM and social evening

All welcome

The Gamlingay Show 
2010

This popular annual village event is 
fast approaching and it will soon be 
time to decide which classes you are 
going to enter. 

To help you make your choice, you 
should find a copy of the schedule and 
entry rules, together with entry forms 
within this Gazette. 

Reminders of the children’s classes 
will be circulated 
via the schools 
and pre-
schools at the 

beginning 
of the Autumn 
term. We’d like to 
thank the First School, the Village 
College and Londis Stores who will 
have spare copies of these forms should 
you require more. 

The committee is very grateful to all 
those people who have offered help 
on the day but we still need more! So 
please don’t feel shy – just half-an-hour 
of your time on 18th September will 
make such a difference. 

Please contact the Show Committee 
on 07535300680 if you can offer 
help, wish to book a stall or place an 
advertisement in the Show programme.

If your club or society would like to 
be considered as a recipient of some 
of the proceeds from this year’s show, 
please put the request in writing and 
hand in at either: 2-4 The Cinques, 
Gamlingay or 69 Green Acres, 
Gamlingay
or by e-mail to gamlingay_show@
yahoo.co.uk

BigglesFM is back on-air for a 
summer broadcast. 
 Tune in on 104.8 FM 
or the internet www.
bigglesfm.com 
With a wide 
selection of music 
requests, community 
announcements, events 
and guests popping 
in  plus the ever 
popular live band evening running every 
Thursday.
contact 260111 or Text 07710457495  
Email studio@bigglesfm.com

Ever thought of 
playing the ukulele?

by Liz Parry

I play a bit and would love to find some 
others to join me. It would just be a fun 
thing with no money involved. If we 
were a small group meetings could take 
place at my home.

You don’t need to be a musical genius! I 
taught myself to play three years ago as 
the ukulele is a simple instrument to get 
started with. Maybe now I could teach 
you. As I am a ‘newly retired’ a daytime 
group would be my first choice. 

If there was an interest a younger or a 
mixed age group would be a possibility. 
Children would probably need to be 
over six with a grandparent, parent or 
guardian along who might be interested 
in playing too.

I have several ukuleles and percussion 
instruments so you could have a go 
before buying your own. As a ukulele 
can be bought for £16 and percussion 
instruments can be made for free any 
expense would be minimal.

Please phone me if you have any ideas, 
would be interested in having a go or if 
you just want a bit more information.

49 Fairfield, 651 113 
lizaparry@googlemail.com

Christian Aid Week
by Phillipa Smalls

Thank you to all who made 
a contribution to our total of 

£2,221.64



The Flower Show Diaries
by Phillipa Pearson

In the May edition, Phillipa gave us an 
insight into the preparations involved 
in the creation of a ‘show garden’, and 
here she continues her diary for us.

We got a Silver medal for our first time at 
Chelsea Flower Show with the Victorian 
Aviary Garden! Fantastic news and 
apparently, if you get more than a bronze 
for the first time at this show, you’ve 
done well. Taking just over two weeks 
to create the garden, it was certainly a 
challenge in terms of the time constraints 
and the compact site that is the Chelsea 
Flower Show. But, the weather was the 
factor that caused most problems. 

Five days into the garden’s build 
temperatures plummeted in central 
London whilst in rural areas, ground 
frosts caused devastation. Our trees were 
already planted in the garden then and 
the Parrotia persica had droopy leaves 
for a week after the cold temperatures 
– I was worried it had reacted against the 
cold. Some intensive care followed and 
lots of talking, and the trees revived and 
came back to look good for judging day! 
Elsewhere, most of my perennials were 
saved from the frost at the nursery in 
Hampshire by the quick thinking owners 
tucking them up in a heated polytunnel 
for a couple of nights. Other designers at 
the show were not so lucky – one lost all 
his hostas destined for his garden to the 
frost and had to do some quick ringing 
around to get replacements.

A week later, as we started to plant up 
the rest of the garden, the temperatures 
rose – and carried on climbing. By the 
weekend before the show opened, the 
Floral Pavilion was almost unbearable 
for the nurserymen to work in and those 
that were keeping plants back in cooler 
conditions talked of fridges packing up 
in the heat. A worrying time! We had to 
shade the main borders of our garden 
so that irises, paeonies and tulips didn’t 
bloom too early in the intense heat 
and bright sun before judging day (the 
Monday before the show opened).

It was all worth it and such a 
tremendous response from the visitors: 
‘at last,’ they said, ‘some colour in a 
show garden at Chelsea!’

Once the show had finished and I got 
back home, it was straight onto the 
Girlguiding UK Centenary garden for 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show in 
July. 

We’ve been lucky to borrow a super 
greenhouse from Gabriel Ash but it 
meant a slight tweak to the design in 
the area where the building is situated, 
all quite a rush as show catalogue print 
deadlines were too close for comfort. 

Several trips to plant suppliers all over 
the place are planned before plants are 
delivered: hopefully, the wild weather of 
May hasn’t caused too many problems 
(although I know cornflowers and 
Nigella damascena being grown for me 
did get frosted).  With only two weeks 
between Chelsea finishing and the garden 
build at Hampton Court Show starting, 
these seems to be little enough time to 
fine tune all the finer details. 

Several volunteers from Girlguiding 
UK are helping with the planting up of 
the garden and then talking each day 
to visitors so it will be great fun when 
we are working together creating what 
we hope will be a very colourful and 
exciting garden!

You can find out more on each garden at 
the following websites:
www.philippapearson.co.uk
www.rhs.org.uk/Shows-Events/ 
http://mygarden.rhs.org.uk/blogs/
hamptoncourt/

Summer notes:
July is the perfect time to cut your 
lavender to catch it in full bloom If you 
think they smell good now - just wait 
until you cut them and dry them!
If you love your roses and feel they 
deserve some extra attention, you can 
apply a fungicide containing flutriafol, 
myclobutanil or penconazole before 
symptoms of mildew and blackspot 
appear. Please follow the instructions on 
the back of your gardening product.
Also in July you should consider planting 
out your autumn bulbs - maybe some 
Naked ladies/colchicums sternbergia to 
name one *
If you hope to 
multiply some of 
your plants this year 
July is the perfect 
time to take cuttings 
and get them going.

* please note that 
colchicums are 
highly toxic - keep them away from 
children and pets - Ed

The silver-medal 
winning Victorian 

Aviary garden, 
designed by Philippa 
Pearson, at the RHS 

Chelsea Flower 
Show



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us Abreast on 
District Council issues

by Bridget Smith
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Speed Review
We have now received the long overdue 
review of the speed restrictions on the 
A1198.  Disappointingly the only section 
recommended for a reduction from 60 to 
50mph is from the south end of Arrington 
to the Wimpole roundabout.

Day Care
Residents of Gamlingay Ward who attend 
day care at Home Meadow Toft will 
know that the day care centre is about 
to close. The letters sent said that the 
closure would be at the end of the year 
but investigations by Bridget suggest 
that it might be as early as this July. I am 
aware that elderly people, often suffering 
from dementia, are having to travel 
further and further afield to access day 
care.  On top of this they are often having 
to pay up to £40 per day to travel, on top 
of which they have to pay significant 
amounts for the day care itself. If we 
were in Scotland this would all be free. 
The County Council has assured us 
that alternative provision will be made 
but my concern is that it will not be the 
specialist care that those with dementia 
and other mental and physical needs 
will really benefit from. Please do get in 
touch with Bridget if this is an issue that 
is of concern to you.

Housing
The government are proposing 
redistributing the debts owed by councils 
who have retained their housing stock 
throughout the country so that everyone 
is in a similar position. For South Cambs 
who are a debt free council it will mean 
that we shall be expected to take on 
about £180 million of other councils’ 
debts. The upside of this is that we shall 
be able to keep all the rent from our 
houses rather than paying 60% straight to 
the government. We shall also be able to 
keep all the money from house sales. It is 
estimated that it will take about 20 years 
to pay off the debt after which we will 
own our houses in their entirety and will 
hopefully be able to start to build new 
council houses.  

Grants
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
are launching a small number of 
Sustainable Community Grants’.  There 
is less than £250 000 in the pot for the 
whole district for the year and grants will 
be awarded twice a year. You can apply 
for money in the following areas:-

● Community facilities
● Play facilities
● Village sports facilities
● Youth sport initiative
● Arts Capital grant

Energy assessments
T-zero is a very good website which you 
can use to do an energy assessment of 
your home. It will advise you about how 
you can save energy and consequently 
money.

Planning
Not surprisingly the reduction in 
the numbers of staff in the planning 
department has meant a slow down in 
how quickly South Cambs is processing 
planning applications. This, combined 
with the installation of a new IT system, 
means that we are not always meeting 
our targets for registering or processing 
applications. If you are having particular 
difficulties please contact Bridget or 
Sebastian.

Neighbourhood Policing
The latest statistics from our 
neighbourhood police team show a 
decrease in all crime from 83 to 69 
over the last 12 months. Pleasingly this 
includes a 50% reduction in reported 
incidents of Anti Social Behaviour.

Youth Club and Youth café
Very many congratulations to the 10 
young people from Gamlingay and to 
their youth worker, Lucy Rands, who 
have secured nearly £40 000 of funding 
from the County Council Youth Bank 
Fund towards the Community Eco Hub. 
They were required to give a detailed 
presentation and then answer questions 
from a panel of judges.  

Health Report
The latest public health report for 
Cambridgeshire has some interesting 
findings:-
Our population in South Cambs is due to 
rise by 20% by 2021, we have the highest 
life expectancy in the County.
1 in 5 people in Cambridgeshire are 



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley
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or have suffered from depression and 
of those 4 out of 5 started their illness 
before they were 18.
ONLY 15.5% of our population have 
adopted the 4 healthy lifestyles of:-

● Not smoking
● Being active
● Drinking within recommended limits
● Eating 5 portions of fruit and 
vegetables per day.

Case Work
Please do remember that the most 
important part of a District Councillor’s 
job is to do things to help people in their 
villages. This can be anything from 
helping with a planning application, 
problems in getting local authority 
housing, dealing with environmental 
health issues such as noise and vermin, 
problems with health and schooling 
issues etc. Really anything that we can 
help with, we will.

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 01767 
651982 or sebastiankindersley@gmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. 

Elections
Many thanks to all those who offered 
support, encouragement, advice, poster 
sites, constructive criticism or just a 
friendly smile during this year’s Election 
campaign. All very much appreciated 
– thank you!

Cinques Road Gamlingay..and others. 
Many further complaints about this 
road. I have now had an opportunity to 
examine the very detailed survey of all 
Cambridgeshire’s roads which show 
good/poor/critical issues metre by metre 
across the county. Unbelievably Cinques 
Rd does not figure as a critical issue road 
– and so it is unlikely in the medium term 
to have any more spent on it over and 

above the £25,000 already spent patching 
it in the spring. Likewise Larkin’s Road, 
Croydon and Longstowe’s bridge on 
the A1198. I will keep pressing. Other 
network related issues include the award 
of £500 to help with Safer Routes to 
School in Barrington and patching work 
in School Lane Longstowe and on the 
High Street in Croydon.    

Believe it or not….
On the subject of Highways you may 
be amazed to read how much things 
cost – when Parish Councils or other 
community groups want to pay to install 
them. Here’s a list for your interest…

 Raised crossing point (say 6 m. wide 
road by 6 m. long ) £10,000 - £15,000
Pair of asphalt cushions (say 2 m.wide) 
£5,000
Table junction (say road width of 6 m.) 
£20,000
Give way traffic calming feature £10,000 
- £20,000
Central traffic island (say 1 m. wide by 3 
m. long) £5,000
Pedestrian refuge island (say 2 m. wide 
by 4 m. long) £7,000
Mini-roundabout £20,000
Interactive flashing sign £4,000 - £5,000 
Per sign
Zebra crossing £10,000 - £15,000
Pelican /toucan crossing £50,000 - 
£100,000
Direction signs £550 assumes a 1 sq. m. 
sign with two posts
Junction traffic signals £100,000 - 
£400,000
Footways (say 50 m. length) £8,000 
Assuming a 1.8 m. width with timber 
edging both sides
Pedestrian barrier £450 per 2 m. long 
panel
Street lights £2,500 per column including 
connection to a power supply

Can you believe these figures? I certainly 
can’t and will be enquiring as to why this 
seems so much. It does not, for example, 
include any commuted sum required 
by the County Council for future 
maintenance.  

Education Provision in South Western 
Cambridgeshire
This is a thorny matter that has been 
an issue on and off for many years. It 
has heightened recently because of a 
number of issues. As many readers know, 
Gamlingay students move through a 
three tier system ending up at Stratton. 
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 Firstly, Bedford Borough is the most 
recent authority to decide to change 
the three tier system for schooling. The 
question arises will Central Bedfordshire 
follow suit? In any case, will Central 
Beds want space at Stratton for the 
pupils that will come from the large 
amount of planned growth in and 
around Biggleswade? If so will they 
ask Cambridgeshire to move alternative 
arrangements for Gamlingay students?

9 miles from Gamlingay on the other 
side of the area lies Cambourne. The one 
single mistake relating to Cambourne 
was the failure to ensure that it had a 
Secondary school built for it within the 
community as opposed to the provision at 
Comberton Village College. The County 
now has a problem where Comberton is 
full – and indeed wishing to reduce pupil 
roll – but still has secondary students to 
educate. Some are already being bussed 
into Cambridge; and figures increase 
substantially over the next few years (to 
the order of 750 or so).

Officers from the County have been 
holding internal discussions – in private 
– which have now been communicated 
with all the schools involved. These 
are still early stage discussions – no 
decisions have been taken – and the 
matter has been further complicated 
by the Election in that one of the new 
government policies allows for schools 
to become Academies (almost on 
application) and further – that parents, 
community groups and indeed anyone 
with an interest can set up their own free 
schools. 

The National Budget also has a part to 
play. There will clearly be no finance 
around for some years to come for new 
schools. This has meant that Central 
Beds is now not likely to commence any 
review let alone implement any changes 
that would affect Gamlingay students 
– and furthermore Stratton could be 
enlarged should that be necessary. So 
hopefully we will not see any changes in 
Gamlingay for the foreseeable future. 

This does still leave the issue of 
Cambourne – and in what form 
secondary education is to be provided 
there – and indeed around about. This is 
still on-going but it would seem that the 
only way to finance it is by prudential 
borrowing (against the savings made in 

school transport, for example) as well 
as direct borrowing. New secondary 
schools, for your information, cost over 
£25 million each. 
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THE NAME
The existing management committee 
have decided that for the time being 
the new facility will be known as 
Gamlingay Community Eco Hub.  The 
committee is aware that some people 
in the community are unhappy about 
the term Eco being included in the 
name.  The reason for this is that the 
environmental credentials of the project 
have been very important in securing 
funding.  The committee do, however, 
feel that the ‘community’ credentials of 
the building are equally important and 
for this reason have included the term in 
the working name.  This is an issue that 
is likely to be revisited once the building 
is complete. 

FUNDING
We have now received our official offer 
of £204 550 from the Greensand Ridge 
Local Action Group.  This is European 
money which is administered through 
the East of England Development 
Agency, (EEDA).  Ours is only the 
second project that they have funded 
since the LAG was created over 18 
months ago and it was the potential 
for the new facility to act as a regional 
exemplar for adaptation by community 
buildings to climate change that really 
excited EEDA.

Forward Gamlingay! has received a 
further donation of £10 000 from Mr 
Keith Maddocks who owns KMG 
Systems Ltd, Gamlingay’s largest 
employer.  This money is allocated 
to whatever aspect of the Gamlingay 
Community Eco Hub project that 
Forward Gamlingay chooses to fund.  
Thank you very much Keith.

Further good news.  Forward 
Gamlingay’s! Youth Worker, Lucy 
Rands, took a group of young people 
from the youth club and the youth café 
to present the Community Eco Hub 
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project to the Young Lives Youth Panel.  Our volunteer, assistant architect, Gareth 
Leech gave a superb presentation on the project and the other members answered 
a wide variety of questions about  why the new facility is so desperately needed 
by the children and youth in the village.  The Youth Bank panel were so impressed 
that they not only awarded the £33,700 that had been requested but also a further 
£5,500 giving a total of just under £40 000.  This money will be used to equip the 
building with storage, provide a sound proof dividing wall for the hall and equip the 
kitchenette.  Very well done to all the young people who took part.  (see photograph).

Dear Editor,

I would like to thank the 299 Residents 
who voted for me as an independent 
candidate in the recent District Council 
Election.

Unfortunately, as it was general election 
day, most voters chose to stick with a 
major political party.

It’s a shame that the anti-incumbent 
votes were split between me and the 
Conservative candidate.

Special thanks go to the person/party 
who complained to the electoral office 
that my election material did not have the 
printer’s name and address on it. 

Next time I stand, I too hope to have the 
backing of a major political party.

Thanks to all for your support.

Kind regards,

Christina Baxter, 
Homefield

General Election Results, South 
Cambs 

Andrew Lansley, 
Conservative

27,995 47.4%

Sebastian Kindersley, 
Liberal Democrat 

20,157 34.1%

Tariq Sadiq, Labour 6,024 10.2%
Robin Page, 
Independent 

1,968 3.3%

Helene Davies-
Green, UK 
Independence 

1,873 3.2%

Simon Saggers, 
Green 

1,039 1.8%

District Council Results, Gamlingay
Christina Baxter Independent 299
Adrian Dent Conservative 1130
Grace Everson Labour 158
Bridget Smith Lib Democrat 1241

General District
Electorate: 78995 3865
Ballot papers 
issued:

59165 2843

Spoilt: 106 8
Turnout: 74.95%, 73.56%

Dear Editor,
With rising fuel costs, increasing congestion and parking problems increasing in our 
local towns and cities, travel to and from work or school from rural areas nowadays 
can prove to be a challenge for many people. The majority of people who work 
need to travel outside the village to do so, and many children in the village and 
surrounding area go to schools in Cambridge or Bedford.

As many of us are actively trying to keep fuel and running costs low, and even trying 
to be as “green” as possible, what about car sharing? 

Do you travel to south or central Cambridge on a daily basis?
Are you interested in sharing fuel costs?

I travel by car to and from Cambridge during school term times. If you have a car 
and would like to consider a car-share, please call me on 01767 650606.

Joss Anderson



During the May Bank Holiday 
Gamlingay & Gransden Scout Group, 
including the Beavers, held their first 
group camp since the Scouting Centenary 
celebrations in 2007.
Phasels Wood was selected as the venue 
and planning started. The first thing to 
decide was the on-site activities for the 
weekend. Phasels Wood has ten different 
activities on-site. Some, like pot holing, 
are unique to Phasels.
The Beavers can only stay for 24 hours 
and cannot camp outdoors so indoor 
accommodation was needed. 
An estimate of 60 people camping 
was made and a provisional booking 
made. The initial choice of indoor 
accommodation had already been booked 
so the storm hut was the next best option, 
which was also close to the camp pitches 
we had been allocated.
The activities selected for Saturday 
afternoon were the Aero Ball, Cresta 
Run, and Adventure Trail. These 
were selected for Saturday as they 
were suitable for the Beavers. Sunday 
afternoon activities selected were Rifle 
Shooting, Climbing, and Pot Holing.

The camp programme and menus were 
finalized and a camp letter sent to all 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers. 
Returns were slow to come back but 
there was a sudden rush of interest and in 
the end we had 10 Beavers, 29 Cubs, 22 
Scouts, 5 Explorers and 16 adults, over 
83 people on camp.

The advance party set off on Thursday 
to set up the main equipment and lay out 
the site. Friday, Cub and Scout tents were 
put up, the storm hut set out to give the 
Beavers a sleeping area and the site got 
ready for the youngsters to arrive.
From seven o’clock the Cubs, Explorers 
and Adult helpers started arriving. By 
eight most had arrived and the tents were 
set out for the night. The campsite was 
explored, enabling the youngsters to 
familiarize themselves with the facilities. 
Games were played before a supper of 
hot drinks and hot dogs. They settled 
down and surprisingly went to sleep 
quite quickly. Usually Friday night at 
camp is a late one, past midnight before 
they are asleep.
After breakfast on Saturday the Cubs got 
the task of washing 
up. Once completed 
the morning’s 
activities started. All 
the sections were 
mixed up into nine 
groups with Explorers 
and senior Scouts 
put in charge of each 

group. They faced a number of different 
challenges organized by the section 
leaders. Amongst the activities were 
a giant ‘Towers of Hanoi’, Minefield 
challenge, paper tower building, compass 
skills, blindfold trail, a team building 
challenge moving beads along tubes, and 
a runway challenge.

At 11am the Beavers started arriving and 
settling into their accommodation. Once 
settled in they joined the other groups 
and each group had to build a fire to cook 
their lunch.
After lunch the afternoon activities 
started: these were the Aero Ball, Cresta 
Run, and Adventure Trail. After the 
afternoon activities it was dinner time, 
everyone was hungry after a long day of 
activities. This time the Scouts had the 
delight of washing up.
The Explorers started a campfire for 
themselves so we borrowed this for 
the evening campfire. Beavers, Cubs, 
Explorers and Leaders all got together 
for a traditional Scout campfire; all the 
traditional songs plus a few modern 
favorites. Biscuits and hot drinks 

followed before they 
settled down in their tents/
buildings for the night.
During Sunday night the 
rain started falling and 
it didn’t stop. Most tents 
survived the night: only 
one got flooded. These 
Cubs were moved into 
temporary accommodation 
for the rest of the night.
After breakfast it was still 

raining so we all moved into the storm 
hut (quite aptly named after the night’s 
rain) for a Scouts Own service. 
With several readings and renditions of 
‘Singing in the Rain’ and ‘Kumbayah’ 
it was an excellent service. After the 
service, Karen organised an impromptu 
quiz and followed up with other indoor 

Gamlingay & Gransden Scout Group
Group Camp 30th April - 3rd May 2010

by Steve Palmer Akela Gamlingay Cubs



activities.
Barry and I discussed the rest of the 
camp, what to do with the equipment to 
be dried. As we both had a lot of young 
Cubs in our section we were concerned 
for their welfare. A weather update and 
forecast for the rest of the day wasn’t 
good, it was forecast to continue to rain 
all day, in the evening the temperature 
would drop to under 6 degrees. We 
decided to do whatever afternoon 
activities that were going ahead and end 
the camp for the Cubs late afternoon. 
The Scouts decided to continue with the 
camp. Barry went to reception to see 
what activities would still be running in 
the afternoon so we could make plans. 
I started phoning parents but after one 
phone call Barry reported back, he had 
managed to secure indoor accomodation 
for all the Cubs for the night. The camp 
continued. All the Cubs moved from the 
tents into the indoor accommodation 
which was basic but warm and dry.
Activities for the afternoon were Rifle 
Shooting, Climbing, and Pot Holing, 
climbing was indoors as the outdoor 
climbing wall was too wet and slippery. 
The Pot Holing course was wet and 
muddy and the Cubs were given the 
choice to do the course or not. Most 
elected to take the plunge (literally) and 
ended up wet and very muddy, but all 
agreed it was magic.
After dinner the two Cub packs had a 
friendly football match which ended 3 - 3 
(I said it was friendly) though the leaders 
ended with a few bruises.  After football 
it was time for bed and after some hot 
drink and biscuits it was off to our new 
accommodation for the night.
The Monday morning activity was a set 
of sports challenges. Including a hockey 
obstacle course, a number of ball and 
spoon races, flower pot relay, wide area 
version of ‘Captains coming’ and relay 
races. After the sports events came drinks 
before lunch.
Following lunch it was time to pack 
up the campsite. At the close of camp 
each camp member was presented with 
a campsite badge as a souvenir of the 
camp. It had been a super camp despite 
the worst the weather could throw at us. 
At the start there didn’t seem the interest 
but my fears that there wouldn’t be 
enough people to make the camp viable 

proved to be unfounded. 
Thanks must go the all the adults who 
helped during the weekend
Beavers; Karen Crutchington Beaver 
Leader, Ian Newman Assistant Beaver 
Leader, Liz Wall & Kevin Mansell parent 
helpers.
Gamlingay Cubs; Phil Hough, Lewis 
Davis and William Colebrook Assistant 
Cub Leaders.
Gransden / Everton Cubs; Barry Jefferd 
Cub Leader, George Miles and Kierian 
Williams Assistant Cub Leaders.
Thursday ; Phil Wood Scout Leader, Paul 
Bevis Assistant Scout Leader.
Friday ; Chris Elwood Scout Leader, 
Philip Ramsey Assistant Scout Leader, 
Nick Ginn parent Helper.
Explorers; Phil Wood Explorer Scout 
Leader, George Wood Assistant Explorer 
Leader.
Cooking team; Wayne Bacon.
Gamlingay and Gransden Scout group 
has grown over the years. The recently 
started Beaver colony was quickly filled 
and now has a long waiting list. Friday 
Scouts was started last September with 
three members and has now grown to 12.
At the annual census in January our 
numbers had grown to 110 young people 
enjoying Scouting in Gamlingay.
Improvements to the HQ continue. We 
intend to enlarge the stores and toilets to 
include facilities for disabled members.



Pack Evenings.
We have kept the boys entertained 
on Tuesday evenings with loads of 
different activities. Just a few of them 
are: Mapping, compass work, swimmers 
badge, recycling, tracking, road safety, 
and knots. We have also worked on 
the Community, Global Challenge and 
Creativity badges.

Last summer we worked on cycling 
with the cubs and spent a few weeks 
teaching on the field. Once they were 
confident we progressed to the cycle 
path at Sandy and cycled through to 
Willington. Lots of parents joined 
us on the ride which was very 
successful.
I took inspiration from James May 
when devising the creativity badge, 
watching his toy story programs I 
decided we would design and make a 
camp site. The boys’ enthusiasm was 
infectious.

District Sports Day was an exciting 
event and as usual a good team turned 
out, the cubs did very well. A number 
of certificates were collected at the end. 
Unfortunately we didn’t feature in the 
team awards this year.

The Cross country and Tug of War was 
held at Woodbury Park near Everton. We 
got knocked out in the first round this 
year. The Cubs did their best in the cross 
country the 8 year old were the stars 
coming in 2nd, 3rd and fourth and won 
the 8 year team event and came third 
overall. Well done to all the cubs who 
took part and well done to the Gamlingay 
Everton Cubs who won the Tug of War 
for the second year and also won the 
overall Cross Country team award.

Over the May bank holiday we joined 
the rest of the Group at Phasels Wood. 
See camp report.

There are two camps planned - at 
Tolmers in July and at Henlow in 
September. 

There are a lot of people who help me 
with the pack without which there would 
be no cubs - I cannot do it all myself.

Philip Hough is a great help, always 
coming up with good programme ideas.
William Colebrook who has been helping 
for several years. He is now 18 and has 
decided to become an adult leader. Lewis 
Davies who has now become an adult 
leader.

A group of Explorers have started 
helping Tuesday evenings, Nick Shorten, 

First Gamlingay Cub Pack
by Steve Palmer, Akela

James Hough and Anthony Brown. Paul 
Safford has helped on Tuesday evenings, 
and with camps.

All the Leaders / Helpers are volunteers 
who give up their free time.
I am sure there are other parents out there 
who could spare a few hours a week 
helping.

Two years on ...
Beavers is currently made 
up of 25 boys and 1 girl 
(my daughter!) whose 
ages range between 6 and 
8. The children come from Gamlingay 
and Great Gransden. There is a waiting 
list of children Beavers age and our 
intake is planned up to September 2011.
We have 2 Warranted Leaders and 2 
regular parent helpers with a rota of 
other parent volunteers. Ian became 
Assistant Beaver Leader this year 
and we met with the County Training 
Advisor to plan his route to a Full 
Warrant.
In May we ‘camped’ with the Group at 
Phasels Wood. Fortunately for us we 
were inside a hut as it rained all night 
and most of the following day! See Steve 
Palmer’s report on the camp.
We attended St George’s Day parade and 
Ellis proudly paraded our new flag to the 
Church and back. ‘It was a little heavy’ 
he said! Remembrance Day at Gransden 
was also well attended and the Vicar 
commented on how nice it was to see 
such young children there.
I would like to thank Ian for 
volunteering to become my ABSL. 
Thanks also to my regular parent 
helpers, particularly Karen Jackson (a 
Mum of 4 who always finds the time 
to turn up and help) and Liz Wall. Your 
help is enormously appreciated, I think 
we make a good team and we would 
welcome any others who would like to 
become part of it on a regular or rota 
basis. Go on, you know you want to be a 
big kid again!

We have a full pack of 24 cubs, all boys.  
We have a good mixture of age 
ranges and they work together very 
well most of the time.  As has been 
the case for many years we operate 
a strict regime, but one that enables 
much to be achieved.

We took part in the Group camp over 
the May bank holiday weekend, the cubs 
had 3 nights away. It did rain – only 
the once – but from Saturday night to 
Sunday afternoon. See camp report.

For the first time ever we had a tent 
flooded, at about 1.30 a.m. on Sunday 
morning. “Sponge” Hennessy and 
Harry Bevis are to be congratulated on 
remaining in good spirits as they were 
moved to dry land, as were the other 5 
cubs who resembled refugees heading 
for shelter. I am not sure how Rama 
managed to persuade me that he should 
stay in the dormitory whilst I had to 
trudge back in the rain.

Thanks to Steve Palmer the Gamlingay 
Akela for organising and also to Wayne 
Bacon who served dinner for 86 with a 
smile.

The activities and the pack can only 
continue because of the leadership team 
we have. 
George Miles (Kaa), Derek Endersby 
(Chil), Keiran Williams (Rama), Susan 
Jefferd (Raksha)
I would also like to thank Chris Elwood 
and Sharon Peer for their help at camps 
and other occasions.

An extra special thank you, to Derek 
Endersby who donated his “birthday 
money” to Group to buy the Pack a new 
flag following its change of name, and to 
buy the Group a Union Flag, the first it 
has had.

Please remember Scouting should be 
fun!

Beavers
by Karen Crutchington. Leader

Gransden/Everton Cub pack
by Barry Jefferd, Akela

AGM Scouting in Gamlingay and Gransden 2009 to 2010
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number for a ‘novice’ leader who has to 
commit to training, and learning to put 
programmes together. I hadn’t foreseen 
that I would be fortunate enough to 
be joined by Phil Ramsey, my new 
assistant leader, and Rose Marroncelli 
who has joined us as part of her Duke of 
Edinburgh’s award scheme. Both of these 
outstanding people have made my life 
so much easier and I would like to thank 
them both for their hard work.
What have been the highlights so far? 
Well, we started from nothing. We 
have seen the troop grow from one, to 
two, and now to three patrols. We have 
attracted new members into the Scout 
movement.
We have invested a new Assistant Scout 
leader - Phil Ramsey, and eight of our 
eleven Scouts. Three were already 
invested scouts.
So far this year we have included in 
the programme three or four badges, 
culminating in a very successful Chef’s 
badge, when our Scouts showed off their 
cooking talents to some very important 
guests (mums and dads) eating al fresco 
to a superb menu.
Group camp - for some this was their first 
Scout camp. Yes it was sometimes cold, 
yes it was wet, but it was fun - ask those 
leaders and helpers who came on the 
camp - and we really did enjoy it after 
all. I would like to thank Nick Ginn who 
joined us on camp and for all his help 
over the whole weekend. And yes, we are 
all going to camp again this summer.
Running a Scout Troop is not easy. But 
it is made easier when you have a great 
bunch of kids to work with, which I have, 
and you know you have the support of 
the parents, which again, I know I have. 
And, when you get home on a Friday 
night, and you know that you have seen 
the smiles on the faces of the Scouts, it 
all makes it worthwhile.

This year I asked the older Scouts and 
the Explorers to contribute towards the 
AGM reports. I think the Explorers are 
still laughing at the idea but the Scouts 
did manage some comments about what 
they had enjoyed during the year. (It’s 
amazing how the prospect of it counting 
towards a badge focuses the mind!) 

When asked what they enjoyed, camping 
came out top as usual. We were away on 
Troop Camp to Phasels Wood last June, 
had 16 Scouts at the District Survival 
Camp in February, another Troop Camp 
to Bromham in April and then back to 
Phasels for Group Camp in May. See 
camp report.

Hiking was there for some (but not all!) 
Well we had four teams in the District 
hike competition in October - this is the 
most we have ever entered. I would like 
to thank the Explorers that volunteered to 
walk with the teams but would observe 
that it was our Scout team walking 
without any help that won the trophy! 
Well done to everyone who took part, 
with so many joining in for the first time 
they all did very well indeed.

The year also had a quirky hit according 
to the Scouts – Radioactive carrots. This 
involved building a means to transport 
carrots and then racing them around the 
village, without the carrots being touched 
by anyone. Ingenious, exhausting 
and very funny.    

This year has seen a number of 
our older Scouts move on into 
Explorers and so give opportunities 
for other characters to come forward. 
Boy, do we have some characters now! 

A few highlights from me. 
- We had three Scouts complete 
their Chief Scout Gold Award in the last 
year and there are a new group who are 
close to finishing it now.
- Several of our Scouts and 
Explorers applied to go to the next World 
Scout Jamboree and one – Anthony 
Brown - has been selected. Sweden 2011 
will be an adventure and we wish him 
well.

- We chose not to attend Winter 
Camp at Gilwell this year, it was 
intended as a break after 6 consecutive 
years but given the snow in early January 
it was really a stroke of fortune!

What’s next?
Well we have 34 Scouts, Explorers and 
Leaders heading off to the Lake District 
for a week-long international camp called 
Red Rose 2010. During early August, we 
will get to experience a wide range of 
mountain and water activities, challenges 
and games. One of our challenges will be 
getting to our sub-camp itself, high up on 
the mountainside!  

Troop numbers have settled down to 
about 24. This is a safe and workable 
number given the size of our hut. We will 
have several of the older Scouts moving 
on to Explorers over the next six months 
so between the two Troops there will be 
spaces for the next generation of cubs to 
come up into.

Finally some Thank You’s
To our team of Young Leaders – George 
Wood, Tim Beech, Mark Harris and 
Jeremy O’Connor. These are Explorers 
who are coming back to help at Scout 
meetings each week. They are a great 
example to the Scouts and invaluable to 
the adult Leaders.
To Paul and Ben, fellow Leaders without 
whom this would not work every week.

Gamlingay Scout Troop 
(Thursdays)

by Phil Wood, Leader

I have been associated with this 
Scout Group for many years, and 
been involved in many ways, but 
I did not expect that I would ever 
put on a uniform. However, two 
years ago Barry Jefferd asked 

me if I would consider running a second 
Scout Troop, Having eventually said 
yes, it then took another year to pluck up 
the courage to take the plunge and make 
good my promise.
So last September the second Scout 
Troop started with just 3 members, and 
within a few weeks we were up to five. 
By Christmas we had grown to 9, and 
we are now eleven, with another member 
joining after half term.
When I started the Troop I had a goal of 
maybe a dozen Scouts by the end of the 
year. I thought that was a manageable 

Gamlingay and Gransden 

Scout Troup (Fridays)
by Chris Elwood, Leader
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Explorer Scout Unit
by Phil Wood, Leader

The Explorer Unit started in 2005 from 
the older Scouts in our Troop. In the 
five years we have been going it has 
been a lot of fun. This year has seen a 
significant turnover in our numbers – two 
of our founder members left us to go 
to University, two more are at the final 
stages of A levels so we have hardly seen 
them all year, another three members left 
due to school pressures and one other 
went to follow his career. Despite this 
we have progressed in a number of ways. 
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Six of our remaining members have 
become Young Leaders, helping with the 
other sections in the Group. Also the unit 
is becoming more independent, both by 
organising their own programmes and by 
joining in with other Explorer Units for 
Caving, survival camp and an upcoming 
week long Environmental Camp. Also 9 
Explorers are coming on Summer Camp 
to the Lake District this year. Overall 
this bodes well for the future and with 
a number of the older Scouts now set 
to join the Unit we should see a strong 
growth over the next year.  

Our programme is as varied as the 
interests of 14 to 18 year olds can be! It 
ranges from: traditional Scout activities, 
through life skills and social awareness 
through to the wacky, such as making 
mortars to fire tennis balls or carrot 
carving or Go Ape, swinging through the 
trees, not to mention golf and bowling.

Survival Camp
This has become something of a tradition 
for the unit, although last year it was in 
July – can’t have it too cold for the poor 
dears! Great fun with no utensils for a 
weekend.

Awards
Explorers also have an award structure 
that ties in and mirrors the Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme. We have several 
Explorers working on their Chief Scout 
Platinum award and one who is close 
to completing the highest award in 
Scouting, the Queen’s Scout award.

Thanks
I need to thank the Gamlingay and 
Gransden Group for their ongoing 
support of the section. 
To all of the Explorers for putting up 
with whatever we throw at them, they are 
a good bunch. 
To Ben Bates for continuing to help, 
especially while Rachel has been 
unavailable.
To my wife Rachel, for her 
encouragement and help in leading this 
motley crew.
Thanks to you all.

 
www.barneysclub.org

THE place for your kids to have 
fun  

and make new friends. 
 

Summer Holiday Club
 
Come along and join in with arts and 
crafts, cookery and outdoor games at 
the Reading Rooms in Great Gransden. 
 
Monday 26 July - Friday 6 August 
Monday 23 August - Friday 27 August 
Tuesday 31 August - Wednesday 1 
September 
Opening Hours 8:30am - 5:30pm every 
day 
Hurry! Book your place quickly - 
call the Club mobile on: 07764 576522 
or email enquiries@barneysclub.org 

Rates
9.00am-1.00pm       £11.00
12:00-5.00pm         £11.00
9.00am – 5.00pm     £19.00 
Plus £1.00 for use before 9.00am + 
£1.00 for use after 5.00pm - call to 
arrange.

Gamling-Aid  helps Haiti
by Phil Hunt

During March, Community record label 
Gamlingay Records 
organised a series of free 
gigs and concerts in aid 
of the victims of the Haiti 
earthquake:
The first of these was 
an acoustic gig on 28th 
February in The Cock 
Inn in Gamlingay. 10 acts 
performed to a packed 
pub, kick-starting the 
fundraising brilliantly. 
The night was marked 
by Jon Finnigan’s 
spectacular drum solo on 
the pub’s pots and pans 
and a 25 minute rendition 
of Hey Jude….. The gig 
has been described as 
legendary, with an open 
invitation to do it again 

from the management.
The second was organised by former 
Jamlinjays frontman Jay Roberts in the 
Olde Kings Arms, Hemel Hempstead, on 
Saturday 6th March. This was Gamling-
Aid on tour, and saw Alphah. Phoenix 
Impact and The Jamlinjays make the trip 
into Hertforshire to play alongside some 
local artists
Gamlingay Social Club hosted the third 
of these, a rock and pop gig on Saturday 
20th March which saw Flu Jab’s first gig, 
a come-back gig from Vacant, as well 
as several other bands and solo artists. 
The night headlined by 
A Thousand Sins who 
cranked everything up 
with their death metal. 
The following day, at 
3:00 pm, St Mary’s 
Church in Gamlingay 
saw a choral / classical 
concert, where three 
local choirs and a host 
of soloists and small 
ensembles entertained a 
packed church. Tea and 
biscuits were served in 
the interval and there 
were some amazing 
performances. The 
highlight of the concert, 
according to Jennifer 
Hunt who organised it, 
was “the amazing feeling of pulling so 
many friends together, and the massive 
feeling of support from performers, 
supporters and the audience – from the 
parents who brought their children on 
the first warm day of the year, people 
coming from all over the area to take part 



and watch, seeing the school children 
captivated by the performances, to seeing 
friends playing in situations they had 
never done before.” One other notable 
moment in the concert was the audience 
singing happy birthday to the flautist 
Sarah O’Flynn, just as she was ready to 
perform.
The series of concerts, dubbed 
“Gamling-Aid” were organised by 
Phil Hunt, Gamlingay Records’ project 
manager. “We wanted to do something 
to help ease the terrible suffering of the 
people of Haiti, particularly the children. 

We are a youth-run community record 
label, and it seemed appropriate to try 
to help in any way we could.” All the 
money raised is going 
to Plan International’s 
Haiti earthquake fund, 
which focuses on helping 

children who 
have become 
victims of the 
disaster.. 
After the first 
gig, Wayne 
Hipgrave, 
another record 
label founder, 
said “We had a 
great evening 
at The Cock 
on Sunday and 
raised over £175 
for the charity. 
We’re hoping we 
can continue to 
raise a lot more 
over the next 
few weeks”. 
After all the 
concerts were 

done, the counting started. There were 
more recounts than at a local election… 
but a grand total of £1,017.69 was raised. 
Phil said “I am so happy with how much 
money we raised. I didn’t dare hope we 
would get anywhere near that much, but 
thanks to all the hard work of those who 
helped organise and gave up their time, 
and especially the performers, we have 
really done something worthwhile. I 
can’t thank you enough on behalf of Plan 
International’s Haiti Earthquake fund.”
Performing at these events were local 
choirs (Dunton VC Lower School, 
Gamlingay Village College and the 
St Mary’s A Cappella group), local 
bands (Alphah, Phoenix Impact, Noize, 
Jamlinjays, A Thousand Sins, The Prime 
and the Jeremiah Blues Band), as well as 
members of these bands in other guises. 
Other individual and group performers 
include Wayne and Debbie Hipgrave, 
friends and associates of Gamlingay 
Records  (Flu Jab, Matt White, Olly 
Watts and friends Jan and Liz, Woody 
and Leo from Bringing Back Good, 
Lucia Watts and her friends Livia and 
Lizzie, Maggie, Eleanor and Jasmine 
Hunt, Tim Speed, Jennifer Hunt, as well 
as local professional musicians: Sarah 
O’Flynn, Gideon and Carla Robinson, 
Andy Maycock, Nick Hughes).  Thanks 
to Anne and Phil Louden and Geri Brunt 
for help at the church, Chris Shillam for 
photography and Rev. Steven Rothwell 
for allowing the church to be used.
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A BIG THANKYOU to all the wonderfully generous people 
in Gamlingay who gave money to complete the Amy Inez Lothian School in 
Zambezia, Northern Mozambique. I promise every penny donated will be spent 
on the school!

For 34 days in April and May this year I walked the 504 miles of the Camino de 
Santiago de Compostella. The Camino is a 1300 year old pilgrimage that goes from 
St Jean de Monte in Southern France to Santiago on the western tip of Northern 
Spain. It climbs through mountains and deep valleys mainly on very rough tracks and 
physically was very hard.

For the first 10 days I walked head down with Santiago being the only thing on my 
mind. My feet were one huge blister and there was no part of my body that didn’t 
ache, but on the evening of the 10th day I was in a monastery high in the mountains 
eating my evening meal of garlic soup, black pudding and potato stew, followed by 
yoghurt and honey and plenty of local Rioja 
wine. Accompanying my meal were 
30 people from 18 different countries. 
I was sitting next to a Brazilian man and a 
Korean girl and they told me they were 
enjoying the Camino and enquired if I felt 
the same. My response was negative and I 
emphasised how tired and home sick I felt. 
After this conversation I realised I had not 
quite understood the concept of 
Pilgrimage.

The next morning I stayed in bed a little 
longer, ate when I was hungry, slept when I 
was tired, and I walked when I felt ready. I 
realised that every step, every person I met 
and every meal that I ate was a unique 
occasion and the result was that when I 
arrived at Santiago Cathedral my 
overwhelming emotion was one of sorrow 
that the Camino for me was over. 

People have asked me what lessons I learnt 
on my journey. 

I think it is summed up by the word of John Bon Jovie. “Life is what happens when 
you are planning the future!!”

Chris Martin 

News from 
The Lodge, 

Sandy
by Mark Brandon.

It seems that we are going to be taking 
more holidays at home this year, with 
worries about volcanic ash, air strikes 
and high costs, which means more 
people can get out and enjoy the British 
countryside in the summer and make a 
connection with nature.
The RSPB has over 200 reserves across 
the United Kingdom, giving people a 
wonderful opportunity to experience 
wildlife close up in some of the most 
scenic areas of the country.
As part of our Date with Nature 

programme we are having a dragonfly 
watch here at The Lodge in July, where 
we will be showing these intriguing 
creatures to visitors. The large old 
swimming pool at the back of the main 
house is an excellent place to see several 
species of both dragonfly and damselfly, 
we just have to hope for a sunny, warm 
month to see them darting and flitting 
about.  There will be information boards 
and photographs and help on hand to 
help identify the species that are around.
If you walk around the reserve, you will 
come across small pools at the hide and 
along the trail to the old heath, where 
they can also be seen.  Some species, 
such as the attractive blue and green 
southern hawker, patrol the edges of 
woodland as well.



The Carbon

TSAR
For Peat’s sake
A loyal reader has asked about the carbon footprint of peat used for gardening. 
Good question. I looked into this and over the UK the use of peat represents just 
under half a million tonnes of CO2. Peat as such will be phased out by 2020. The 
significance of peat in overall terms is probably not much. It comes out at under 
1/100 ton per person out of a typical annual production of about 10 tons per person. 
Of course not everyone in Britain buys peat and it may be a more significant part of 
some individual’s emissions. Anyway local garden centres stock good alternatives at 
similar prices so no excuses.

Free pre-installed obsolescence
IT equipment becomes obsolete scarily quickly. Worse, when we are forced to 
replace a perfectly good machine the suppliers often only sell packages with an 
unwanted keyboard or monitor. The old units then get thrown away or disappear into 
the loft. One solution is to ignore the ‘high street names’ and seek out an IT supplier 
that is more flexible.

If you have workable but unwanted IT kit there are a growing number of 
organisations that will put it to good use. You can find many of these on
www.itforcharities.co.uk/pcs.htm

One warning though, check that the organisation that takes your PC away will do 
a good job of cleaning the memory or do it properly yourself or consult an expert. 
Simple deleting and emptying the recycle bin is not enough and you can never be 
sure what personal details could be buried in there. 

Alternatively drop me a line. If there is a lot of equipment to go I may be able to 
arrange a bulk collection and possibly also erasing of hard drives.

On this theme there is also a good case for the charity shop, apart from fundraising 
for good causes, in encouraging re-use rather than just throwing things away. 

Car sharing
Regular readers of this column will recall from previous editions that the carbon 
footprint of a car journey, per person, is drastically reduced by car sharing. For that 
reason I want to give some space to eRideShare Ltd, a new carpool/ride sharing 
business just started up based in Gamlingay. 
The website is http://www.erideshare.co.uk . It is owned by a consortium of IT 
Specialists, lead by the Director Steve Dickson. In order to better refine their 
business model and focus attention on what people want they are asking people to 
complete a survey at the link above. It should take less than 5 minutes to complete. 
Just 10 questions all multiple choice with room for comments.

Contact the Tsar via GEAG or the Parish Council (The Parish Council at The Almshouse 
Chapel, Church Street, Gamlingay, or e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk)

Energy Monitors 
available on loan from 

GEAG

Want to cut your electricity bill? 
Contact GEAG to borrow an 
energy monitor and see how 

much you are using. 

These gadgets can produce 
amazing results, particularly 
if there is someone in your 

household switching on 
the immersion heater and 

forgetting about it. 

With one of these monitors you 
can catch them out and know 
how much to take out of their 

pocket money!

~ Contact GEAG ~

For more information, 
contact the GEAG co-

ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk

www.geag.org.uk

There will also be a 
GEAG stand, and other 

environment related stands, 
at the village show on the 

18th September.

Reduce Costs and Carbon
On July 21st the guest speaker is Bruce Pittingale of the Eastern Carbon Reduction Initiative. He will talk 
about insulating your home to a high standard and generating your own heat and electricity. He will have 

information on how you can find funding to insulate your home for free, or for a much reduced price. 
Venue: The Old Methodist Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay (in the grounds of the First School) 

Admission Free - All Welcome  
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The dragonfly watch will be held on the 
following dates, in good weather only;
July  11-4 pm
Fri 2, 9, 23, 30
Sat 3, 10, 24, 31
Sun 4, 11, 25

Don’t miss our biggest event at The 
Lodge this year: The Iron Age Hill fort 
weekend, 17/18th July.

An Iron Age recreation group will be 
setting up a living history camp with 
a combat and weapons arena. Other 
activities include: Will Lord a flintnapper 
dressed in costume; bronze dagger 
smelting; face painting and a time 
trail for children. It will be an exciting 
weekend for all the family!

More details can be found on this and 
our other events at: www.rspb.org.
uk/thelodge

News from 
Gamlingay 

Library Access 
Point

by Debbie Hare

The Library Access Point (LAP) is still 
looking to confirm its new temporary 
location from mid July until the Eco-hub 
is ready.  As soon as we have further 
details, these will be displayed around 
the village.
If you would like to view the 
consultation documents regarding the 
Eco-hub, these are available for you to 
peruse in the Library during our opening 
hours.
Want to know the latest books by your 
favourite author?  Reading a series of 
books, but unsure what title came first, 
or which is next?  There is a fabulous 
website, www.fantasticfiction.co.uk,  
that answers questions like these and 
many more.  Search for Authors or 
Titles, and then view the publication 
order or find out when their latest work 
is being published.
Don’t forget that you can request any 
title held on Cambridgeshire Library 
Stock for collection at the LAP – this 
can either be done on-line or in the LAP.  
So if you are looking for your summer 
holiday reads… get them ordered for 
free at the LAP.  We also have regular 
book deliveries on a Tuesday – so 

search our shelves or get requesting.  The 
team are always able to assist with any 
requests or queries.
The LAP is staffed by a fantastic team of 
volunteers, and we are always looking 
for further help.  If you have a spare 
hour or two and would 
like to join our library 
team, please call in to the 
Library for further details 
or call Debbie Hare 
on 07740 867808.  All Volunteers are 
subject to a CRB check.

Potton Music Festival 
2010

Friday 23rd July
St. John the Baptist Church, Cockayne 
Hatley
8.00pm
Music for Harpsichord,strings and wind 
by J.S. Bach,Vivaldi and De Falla

Family Concert
Saturday 24th July  
Potton Lower School
11.00am
Bugs, Birds and Bassoons
      An interactive concert for all 
ages featuring music for a scorpion, 
a grasshopper and a bassoonist who 
swallowed a fly!

Saturday 24th July
St. Mary’s Church, Potton
7.30pm
Music by Poulenc, Stravinsky and Fauré 

Sunday 25th July
All Saints Church, Sutton
4.00pm
Music for Wind Quintet by J.S. 
Bach,Beethoven and Berio

TICKETS:
Family concert £6/£4 concessions
All other concerts £12/£9 concessions
Festival Golden Ticket (all concerts) 
£27/£20 concessions
U16s FREE ENTRY TO SUNDAY 
CONCERT

www.pottonmusicfestival.org.uk
for more information and to purchase 
tickets
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Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30

We had a very well attended meeting in 
May.
1. Introductions
We had two new members this month.  
Welcome to you both.
2. Review of Targets
Our novelist has finished the first draft 
of his second novel – a sequel to the 
recently published Nihil ex Nihilo.  
Another member is working on her novel 
about a world set under water.  The Chair 
is trying to produce synopses of novels 1 
and 5, having been reminded to do so by 
a publisher.
3. Competition News
The Chair is still waiting to see if she’s 
had any success in a novel competition 
and a short story competition.  Another 
member was planning on entering a 
competition as well, but the piece in 
question ended up over the word count.
4. Other News
Speaker – it is always inspiring to have a 
talk from an experienced and successful 
writer, and the Chair will start actively 
looking for another speaker for a few 
months’ time.
5. Discussion of Work
This month, the theme was ‘Sixth Sense’.  
Everyone really worked hard to bring 
their work to life by using all the senses.  
Several members have been making great 
strides forward with their work, which is 
fantastic.
We do have some members who cannot 
be with us for logistical reasons, and it’s 
great to see that these ‘virtual’ members 
are putting a lot of effort into their 
writing, and that they are being included, 
both receiving and giving comments on 
work by e-mail.
6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 1 June 2010 is Century 
Stories ...we’re well into 2010 now – the 
challenge is to set a story in 1910 or 1810 
– or how about 3010?  Or come up with 
a totally unconventional take on this 
theme.
However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the theme, 
as ever, they are welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or two novelists 
who might want to send us a chapter or 
two of their current project.  Poems are 
fine too, or scripts, or any other literary 

form.
7. Any Other Business?
Booklet of stories – it has been put 
forward that the group could collate 
some of our stories into a booklet – we 
certainly have more than enough high 
quality work to do so.  The Chair will dig 
out one produced by a previous group as 
a starting point.
Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  Contact 
Tracey Goodwin on 01767 654830 
for details, or see our website – www.
gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

cont...
Another well attended meeting in June .
1. Introductions
No new members this month, but we did 
have some introductions to make as one 
or two members hadn’t been to the same 
meeting yet.
2. Review of Targets
We don’t seem to be feeling very 
target-driven at the moment!  Some 
members are planning on entering more 
competitions, which is great.  The Chair 
has nearly finished a rewrite project and 
is hoping to send novel No 5 to an agent 
specialising in crime writing before the 
next meeting.
3. Competition News
Nothing still regarding the Chair’s novel 
competition.  And still nothing on ‘The 
Literary Agent’, a short story which was 
entered into a competition.  Maybe no 
news is good news...

Members are hoping to enter lots of 
competitions over the coming month so 
that this section is full to bursting with 
news
4. Other News
Speaker –the Chair is continuing to look 
for a speaker.
Summer Event – this is a BBQ to be held 
in July.
5. Discussion of Work
This month, the theme was ‘Century 
Stories’, with the idea being to set 
the story in a different era, either past 
or future.  We had some extremely 
imaginative takes on the topic, and a 

Gamlingay & District 
Writers’ Group

by Tracey Goodwin 
01767 654830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.
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wonderful variety of work.  We had a 
post apocalyptic tale and a very authentic 
story set in the 9th century, and every era 
in between.

Having the set themes each month 
forces us to stretch ourselves, and this 
approach really does seem to be bearing 
fruit as a number of people are now 
producing some very confident and 
polished work.
6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 6 June 2010 is Story from a 
Song.  We’ve all got our favourite songs 
– can you make a story out of yours?  
Or is there a story behind your least 
favourite song?
7. Any Other Business?
Booklet of stories – there is a great deal 
of enthusiasm for producing a booklet of 
our work and we are now looking into 
the practical side regarding what we can 
and can’t do, and of course, the cost.
Competition
The group is considering running a 
reciprocal competition with another 
writers’ group, where they judge our 
work and we judge theirs.  It is always 
very interesting to see work from another 
group.

Gamlingay Village 
College Parent Forum

by Claire Twydell, Chair

A new group for Parents :

Aims:
• To give parents a voice
• To increase parents’ contact with the 
college and involve them in all aspects 
of college life
• To involve parents in decision making
• To provide a clear route for parents as 
a group (not individuals) to feed back to 
the college and governors
• To help parents support their children 
in their education
• To help create a parent engagement 
policy for the college

If you have a student at the Village 
College, here’s your opportunity to 
come along and get involved.

Next Meeting:
Tuesday 14th September 2010
7:00pm to 8:00pm Room 2

Gamlingay Players 
Proudly Presents 

  
‘Woods, Women and 

Wodka’ 
  

3 One Act Comedies being performed 
at Gamlingay Village College on 

Friday 30th July and Saturday 31st 
July at 7.30pm 

  
£7.50 and concessions £5.00 

  
Tickets available from The Cutting 

Mill or www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk  

Woods - Maid Marion and her Merry 
Men by Tony Robinson
 
Our Junior members are starring in this 
comedy, which tells the truth about 
the power behind the tights! Follow 
our Heroine as she forms her band of 
Merry Men to outwit the evil Sheriff of 
Nottingham 
  
Women - Erica and Me by Alan 
Robinson
 
Simon’s hosting a dinner party for his 
boss, his boss’s wife and Simon’s  
girlfriend. The only problem is that he 
has never had a girlfriend. He  
thinks he has solved the problem by 
booking Erica to be his girlfriend for  
the night. But is the woman who arrives 
the woman he booked and does she  
know anything about Klingons and the 
Big One? 
 
Wodka : The Proposal by Chekov 

A nervous wealthy young landowner 
has come to propose marriage to the 
daughter of his wealthy landowner 
neighbour (who is desperate to marry 
her off) No sooner does he summon up 
the courage to ask her, than they begin 
to argue about property rights, and their 
squabbling threatens to destroy their 
chances of a match.



St. Mary’s Church
 & 

Gamlingay First 
School Association 

proudly present an

AUCTION OF PROMISES 

to be held at the First School on Saturday 
25th September.

All proceeds to be split between the 
Church and the FSA.  People promise to 
do something and those attending bid in 
an auction to win it.  Each item will have 
a ‘reserve price’ and the promise won’t 
be sold if it doesn’t reach the reserve 
price.

Promise examples: Babysitting, taxi 
service, cooking, ironing or cleaning, 
hosting a dinner party, gardening, 
making or crafting something personal, 
a trip out somewhere, a sporting activity, 
use of a holiday home, pet sitting.  The 
possibilities are endless.   The more 
unique the better!

Put the date in your diary and start 
thinking about what you could offer!
(Promises need to be in by Wednesday 
21st July).

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 
Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 
for 85 seated or 120 standing.

Are you interested in 
singing?

Why not come along and be part 
of a new singing group

at Gamlingay Village College
Thursdays 4:30pm to 5:30pm

First session is FREE
Open to all ages from 11 to 19

Term time only

Enquiries to:
Mrs Y Gray
01767 650 360

An opportunity to join a singing 
group with a view to entering 
competitions and festivals. The 
group will run in term time and 
cost £1 per session, payable 
each term.

Gamlingay First School Associtaion 
recently registered with “Rag Bag”, 
a Nationwide scheme that helps schools 
to raise funds by recycling old clothes, 
shoes, linen and other textiles.

On Tuesday 25th May we sent off 13 
huge sacks full of materials.  Once they 
arrive at Rag Bag they will be weighed 
and the FSA will receive 50p for every 
kilo delivered.  We will then put this 
money towards paying the transport costs 
of Key Stage 1’s school trip.

The FSA will be organising another 
collection in late September.  If you have 
any old textiles (in any condition) that 
you would like to donate to help raise 
money for the First School, please either 
call in at the school office or call Hayley 
Parker on 01767 652992.

For more information see www.rag-bag.
co.uk.

The FSA would like to say a huge thank 
you to all those who donated this time.



GAMlINGAy FIRST SChOOl
SUMMER TERM PROjECTS

by Jonathan Newman, Headteacher
Just before half term, parents had an opportunity to look at the the projects that the 
children have completed
Each Year group had a different theme.

Years 3 and 4 had to choose a famous British inventor or explorer. 
Years 1 and 2 had to choose a country that interested them
 and Foundation Stage had to choose a farm animal. 

We had a wonderful range of written work, models, Powerpoint presentations, photos 
and posters. The children were given 6 weeks to do the projects and the quality of the 
work was fantastic. 

(At the time of going to press we had no images of the projects to show you, but I’m 
sure there will be  plenty of opportunity to see a selection of them on the school web 
pages. One image we did receive was of an invited guest who enjoyed looking at the 
Year 3 and Year 4 projects and was a familiar figure to many of the children.-Ed)

STOP PRESS - see images page 36



A DAY AT THE COAST

Let’s get away,
A change of routine,
Escape for the day,
Picture the scene.

Let’s forget about time -
Not look at the clocks,
A beach we will find,
With seashells and rocks.

Let’s gaze at the distance,
Where sea meets the sky,
Then relax, no resistance,
Our thoughts floating high.

Let sea-breezes blow,
Caressing our faces,
And well-being grow,
In sun shiny places.

It’s just what we need, so,
Let’s make the most,
Of this little oasis,
A day at the coast.

Gill Spaul



Hello, my name is Jan. I’d like to take the time to introduce myself to 
those who do not know me.

For the last 15 years I’ve been a fully qualified Beauty Therapist.and I 
go under the name of: BEAUTY WORKS BY JAN.

I work on a one to one basis so that I can give my undivided attention ...
... to that very important person, “YOU”

I’m local, situated in Gamlingay, very convenient for those ladies that 
have no form of transport.

I love to make a client feel ... special ...
... because YOU are.

I offer a variety of treatments:
Sugaring/waxing
Aromatherapy massage including the use of hot stones (if required)
Head massage
Facials
Manicure
Pedicure
Eyebrow shaping
Eyelash and brow tinting
Gel overlay to nails
Make-over
and of course, Gift vouchers.

So for a free consultation or to book 
any treatments please give me a 
call:
 01767 651 908 or
 Mobile 077 400 45535.

Looking forward to meeting you, 
Jan



Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



Neighbourhood Watch
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Gamlingay Young Lacemakers
Our young lacemakers group has started off well. We have five young lacemakers who 
are very keen and are enjoying making lace. We have regularly been meeting at the 
old chapel on a Thursday evening.
So far they have made a fish magnet, a book worm and a friendship bracelet.
We are hoping that they will display their work at the village show and some of them 
will be sitting making lace. So please come along and see them.

22nd April Cinques Road Between 0730 & 1630 thieves entered through French doors and stole various items. 
24/25th April Stocks Lane Between 2200 & 0700 intruders damaged a front door to gain access.
1/2nd May  Hatley Rd.  Between 1730 & 0900 padlock cut from a gate, nothing was taken from the site.
1/2nd May  Waresley Rd. Between 2200 & 0800 thieves stole red diesel from a farmyard external tank.
5th May West Road Between 0800 & 1257 thieves entered premises through rear garden and stole small items. 
8/9th May Plane Tree Cl At 1700 a Vauxhall Frontera was vandalised with a sharp object.
10th May Green End At 1700 vandals have gained access to premises via the roof and set fire to packaging materials.
11/12th May  Blythe Way Between 1800 & 1100 thieves stole a pot plant from the front of a house. 



Neighbourhood Watch

Hearing Dogs for Deaf 
People – Cambridge & 
District Branch News

The local branch of Hearing Dogs for 
Deaf People has now been in existence 
for just over a year.  Due to job relocation 
the inaugural Branch Organiser, Sandra 
Mace, is unable to continue in post and 
I have recently agreed to take up the 
challenge of moving the branch forward.  
As a branch our objectives are to raise 
money for the charity (which receives no 
government funding whatsoever) and to 
raise awareness of the work of Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People.

There are many ways in which we can 
come into local communities and raise 
awareness; equally there are many 
ways that you, either as individuals, 
community groups or local businesses 

can help us.  For example, we can 
supply speakers for schools, Cub, Scout, 
Brownie and Guide groups, which can 
help with young peoples’ perception 
of disability and ways of overcoming 
problems that are faced on a regular 

basis.  We can also supply speakers for 
local groups such as WIs, Rotary Clubs 
etc and also for corporate events.  

You can help us in many ways, for 
example you could join our small 
committee of volunteers who meet on 
a monthly basis.  If committee work 
is not your cup of tea, would you be 
able to spare a couple of hours on an 
ad- hoc basis to help us? I am really 
keen to build up a database of people 
who are willing to help on an occasional 
basis – this could be by holding your 
own fundraising event such as Paws 
for Coffee (we can provide support 
materials), manning a stall for a couple 
of hours, donating items for tombolas/
raffles to help raise money locally, or 
by selling raffle tickets for one of our 
National campaigns – all offers of help 
will be warmly welcomed.  Also, if you 
are planning a local event where we 
could attend with our information leaflets 
and merchandise please let us know.

Currently we are in the early stages of 
planning a sponsored dog walk, which 
will be held in Milton Country Park in 
October.  If you would like to help us 
make this event a huge success please let 
us know as we will need helpers on the 
day. Further details of the dog walk will 
be sent out later in the summer.

If you have questions about the work of 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People or would 
like to offer to help please do not hesitate 
to contact me.

Jenny Parker – Branch Organiser
01223 833562 (evenings only please)
jennifer.parker5@btopenworld.com

22nd April Cinques Road Between 0730 & 1630 thieves entered through French doors and stole various items. 
24/25th April Stocks Lane Between 2200 & 0700 intruders damaged a front door to gain access.
1/2nd May  Hatley Rd.  Between 1730 & 0900 padlock cut from a gate, nothing was taken from the site.
1/2nd May  Waresley Rd. Between 2200 & 0800 thieves stole red diesel from a farmyard external tank.
5th May West Road Between 0800 & 1257 thieves entered premises through rear garden and stole small items. 
8/9th May Plane Tree Cl At 1700 a Vauxhall Frontera was vandalised with a sharp object.
10th May Green End At 1700 vandals have gained access to premises via the roof and set fire to packaging materials.
11/12th May  Blythe Way Between 1800 & 1100 thieves stole a pot plant from the front of a house. 



letters
Dear Editor,
Eco Hub Again!

I have been asked by several residents why I have not written recently to the Gazette.   I have been trying to discover useful 
information through the democratic process of the Gamlingay Residents Association (GRA) and letters to the Parish Council (PC).    
I am very sorry to say that both the Parish Council and the Eco Hub management continue to maintain a cloak of secrecy.

The proposed building
The Chairman of the PC told Parish Councillors in January:
“ I strongly recommend that no Councillor wastes time reading the Specification and Plans of the new building.   They are long 
and technical documents that you will not understand”   Within this village we have an array of very experienced people from the 
building industry of National and International repute.   They include Civil Engineers, Structural Engineers, Project Managers, 
Founders of national building firms, Chartered Surveyors, Clerks of Works and so the list goes on.   Through GRA it was 
suggested that a team of these people could usefully go through the documents that the PC does not understand and perhaps make 
constructive comment.

The PC  replied “it must be made clear that the specification and plans are not discussion documents and the PC is not seeking 
opinions on the documents.”  According to the June Gazette these plans have been democratically approved by the Council 
without Councillors having read them.

I have been through these documents.   There are points that need to be clarified and one or two that need amendment but what can 
anyone do?

 Capital Cost.
We were told at the Annual Parish Meeting that we were to be informed of the cost of the project.   The figures given at that 
meeting are obviously flawed.  Items of expenditure were omitted and figures did not include past expenditure.   The income 
figures for the project include £10,331 from MUGA.   This I understand is an all weather games area.   No capital cost is included 
for its construction.   Why?   Does it cost nothing?
 GRA is pressing on this point and others concerning cost and I hope that we get full answers.

Annual costs.
At the Annual Parish Meeting the Treasurer of the Eco Hub presented figures.   These are so lumped together that analysis is not 
possible.   Again we are seeking details through GRA but the Treasurer will not disclose details at this stage.   He did however 
forecast gross income as follows:   2001 £61,412   2012  £75,950  and 2013  £ 90,338.  

 I suggest to him that for every year he meets these targets I will give £100 to a charity of his choice.   On condition that he 
undertakes that for every one of the three years when the targets are not met he will give £100 to a charity of my choice.

Secrecy. 
I find it really very sad and also infuriating that information that has a direct bearing on our lives should be withheld.   Do not 
Councillors realise that they are there to represent us?   We have a right to know for instance if there is to be a Multi Use Games 
Area.

The PC welcomed the creation of GRA.   I consider it is time they took notice of the views expressed through GRA,   At a very 
well attended meeting of GRA there was a vote calling for substantial reductions in the cost of the Eco Hub. This was carried by 
83 votes in favour, 11 against, 24 abstentions.   What do we find?   No reductions in price and extra undisclosed costs for Capital 
spending on the MUGA.

A second vote called for full disclosure of information on the Eco Hub.   This was carried by 108 votes, 2 against and 8 
abstentions.   How much more convincing can we be?   What do we find? - the PC gives only partial disclosure of cost at the 
Parish AGM and a continuing blackout of information after that.

We do live in a democratic society and not what I understood at school was a self perpetuating oligarchy.   Perhaps those Council 
members who read this letter might pause to consider their actions.

Yours faithfully,   P. M. Gorton



continued on page 3�

Joyce Dixon
by Tommy Hood

Joyce was born in Caxton (Cambs) in the 
cottage adjoining the Manor House on 
Ermine Street.
Joyce’s grandfather farmed Manor Farm 
and her father worked with him. Joyce’s 
mother was the school teacher in the 
Caxton village school.
In 1931 grandfather and family moved 
to Top Farm, Croydon, with Joyce 
and parents living in one of the semi-
detached cottages adjacent to the farm 
house. This farm was rented from 
Downing College, Cambridge.
As there were three sons working on the 
farm, Joyce’s father realised there wasn’t 
going to be enough income to keep them 
all. He persuaded his sister and brother-
in-law to let him join them at Holbeins 
Farm, East Hatley. Just a few fields away 
from Top Farm. Joyce was just 2½ years 
old.
The farmhouse at Holbeins was very 
large: six bedrooms, two staircases 
with large landings, and very large 
living space on the ground floor. 
Accommodation was not a problem.
Joyce was just approaching school age 
when she lost her mother who died in 
childbirth. Her brother George survived 
and continued to live at Holbeins.
Joyce’s father and sister came to an 
arrangement that the Day family and the 

Hood family should be raised as one and 
this continued until the children married 
many years later.
Joyce attended the village school, being 
taken on the first day on the parcel 
carrier on the postman’s bike. He took 
her into the school and introduced her to 
the teacher and class. The postman was 
Sidney Cole, the father of Fred Cole who 
delivered milk in Gamlingay.
Joyce was a bright child and it was 
no surprise when she got her eleven 
plus to the County Grammar School 
in Cambridge. A first for Hatley 
school. This meant her catching the 8 
o’clock bus on the B604 (Biggleswade 
- Cambridge) below Croydon hill, and 
returning at 5 o’clock in the evening, 
nearly two miles from Holbeins.
Joyce did well at school, getting four 
distinctions in her favourite subjects but 
was unable to continue her education 
as she may have wished. The second 
world war had now begun. Pressure on 
the farm was to increase production at 
all costs. This had quite an effect on the 
farmhouse. There were now three Days, 
five Hoods, one London evacuee and 
three Italian prisoner-of-war soldiers 
living in the farmhouse,  making twelve 
in all. With all these mouths to feed and 
the laundry to do it was decided that 
Joyce should stay at home to help cope 
with the domestic work. Monday wash 
could  quite easily run into Tuesday.
Monday morning early, fill the copper 
with water, light the fire underneath to 
get the water boiling before the process 
could start. Transfer boiling water to 
the clothes washing machine. Add the 
clothes and then agitate the handle in 
a backwards and forwards motion to 
make sure all the dirt was removed. The 
clothes were then put through the double 
wooden roller mangle to get rid of the 
soapy water (water put back in washing 
machine). Clothes rinsed in clean water 
then mangled again.
It took three clothes lines to hang out 
all the washing. One attached from the 
house to a centre post and two more 
from this post to two fruit trees in the 
orchard.
In 1946 the war had ended, the Italian 
boys returned to their home country, the 
evacuee to his London home to support 
his mother now that he was a wage 
earner, and so Holbeins became a normal 
home again.
Joyce met and married her boyfriend , 
John Dixon, who’s family had moved to 
Hatley St. George, coming with a family 

Mrs. Joyce Dixon
 
Joyce, who began life as Joyce Day, has 
lived in Hatley St George for an epic 78 
years.
 
During much of that time she has been 
a stalwart of the village and of the two 
Hatley churches.
 
Apart from the numerous (unheralded) 
lifts for friends and neighbours to 
doctors, pharmacies and hospitals, for 
many years she organized the childrens’ 
Christmas parties and has been an active 
village representative on The Parochial 
Church Council. She also served for 
many years as Chairperson of Hatley 
Parish Council where her knowledge of 
the village was a tremendous asset.
 
After a packed house farewell lunch at St 
Mary’s church hall with her many friends 
Joyce has retired to Orwell. She will be 
very much missed in the Hatleys.



continued from page 31
that had bought Church Farm. John had 
served in the Merchant Navy before 
taking up agricultural work. He worked 
there for the rest of his life, in spite of 
the ownership changing hands three 
times.
They have four children; the oldest girl, 
living in Orwell is now a near neighbour 
to Joyce. Their eldest son made the 
army his career and is now retired. He 
was awarded the MBE for his work on 
modifications to military tanks and Joyce 
was delighted to accompany him to 
Buckingham Palace to receive his medal.
Joyce has always been much involved 
in the social life of the Hatleys. She was 
cricket scorer, treasurer, and involved in 
providing teas at a very early age. She 
was Chairman of the Parish Council for 
many years. School Manager for Hatley 
school until it closed. Served on Hatley 
Church Council and then Gamlingay 
Church Council.
She was a representative for Avon 
(cosmetics) for almost 40 years in this 
area and most of all she was known for 
the help and service she gave to anyone 
in need, be it transport to hospital or the 
medical centre, collecting medicines or 
shopping, and always a shoulder to cry 
on.

Joyce you will be missed by all that 
knew you.

From Joyce Dixon
I wish to thank everyone who in any way 
contributed towards my farewell lunch 
on May 16th.
All I ever did for the Church, Village 
and people was because I wanted to help 
wherever I could, the way I was brought 
up I expect.
My earliest memories of going to Church 
at a young age with my mother, wearing 
in the summer a straw bonnet with 
rosebuds, daisies, etc. round the crown, 
artificial of course.
At future dates, coming home from 
holiday to be told, “Oh, you’ve been 
selected to serve as Manager and 
Correspondent at Hatley school, 
Correspondent at Gamlingay Primary, 
Member and Treasurer at St. Georges, 
Hatley; different years, naturally.
So thank you all once again. I have fond 
memories of Hatley and Gamlingay 
which will always be with me.



Befriending – your 
chance to make a 

difference
Did you know that one in four of us will, 
at some point, experience mental health 
problems? It’s a surprising statistic, and 
one which highlights how little we know 
about mental illness. It is an issue that 
is largely pushed aside, but the reality 
is anyone can have a mental health 
problem, be it depression, an anxiety 
disorder or a psychotic illness, mental 
health is everybody’s issue.
Cam-mind is a charity that offers support 
to people experiencing mental illness. 
Through local projects and services, they 
help mental health service users in their 
recovery, and encourage them to return to 
an active life within the community. 
But you don’t need to be a health 
professional to make a difference.

Cam-mind’s one-to-one Befriending 
Scheme is an opportunity for you to 
offer support and friendship to people 
who are among the most isolated in our 
community. 
The volunteer scheme allows you to 
spend a couple of hours a week with 
your befriendee. You might meet up for 
a cup of tea, do a bit of shopping, or 
even attend an exercise class - things that 
some people may find difficult to do on 
their own.

Marly’s Story 
Fifteen years ago, Marly was a busy 
working mum. But following a period of 
severe mental illness, she was forced to 
leave her job and her marriage collapsed. 
Following several long periods in 
hospital, Marly became increasingly 
isolated. She found it difficult to leave 
her home or talk to her family. She was 
then put in touch with Cam-mind’s 
Befriending Scheme.
“When I was referred to Cam-mind, I 
was at a very low point” says Marly, “I 
was feeling very isolated, hardly getting 
out at all, and I was really going down 
hill.” 
Marly was matched up with a volunteer 
befriender. They now meet every 
Tuesday.
“We couldn’t have been matched any 
better,” says Marly. “Since we started 
meeting up, Tuesday has become my get-
up-and-go day. My befriender comes in 
like a breath of fresh air, and we go out 

and do all sorts of things together.”
Marly’s new-found confidence has made 
a positive impact on other areas of her 
life. “When I see my neighbour or talk 
to one of my relatives, I feel I’ve got a 
bit of a conversation now. I say, ‘I’ve 
been out with my befriender today’ and 
they’ll say, ‘Oh yes and what did you 
do?’ and I’ll say, ‘Well what didn’t we 
do,’ whereas before, Tuesdays were just 
another day.”

But it’s not only Marly who benefits 
from the Befriending Scheme. Her 
befriender, Jane says that she looks 
forward to Tuesdays just as much: “We 
chat about things and have a laugh. 
But it’s also such a rewarding thing for 
me too. I’ve become a more confident 
person, and have learned more than I 
could ever have imagined. It’s helped me 
turn my life around.”
Jane says that keeping a stable routine 
is vital: “We’ve been meeting up for 
over a year, and we’ve only ever missed 
one week. We usually go to Marks 
and Spencer’s, or have a coffee. It’s 
important for us both to have a reliable 
commitment.”
Hannah Turner is Cam-mind’s co-
ordinator. She says the Befriending 
Scheme is a chance for people to really 
make a difference - to the befriendee’s 
life, and their own.
“Our volunteers help to reduce the 
feeling of isolation people endure when 
experiencing mental health problems. 
They also support service users in 
exploring new opportunities, which can 
help increase their confidence.
“The Befriending Scheme allows you 
to make a difference to someone’s life. 
And it really does make a difference. 
Someone who was shy and timid can 
really come out of themselves as a 
result.”
Hannah is keen to stress that whilst 
there is a queue of people waiting 
for a befriender, there are not enough 
volunteers. “We need people who 
genuinely want to help someone improve 
their life. In return we offer training 
and support to make the partnership a 
successful one.”
To be a befriender, you don’t need 
previous experience. You should be a 
good listener, and be able to provide 
support and friendship on a regular basis. 
You will benefit from the experience of 
helping people with a mental illness, 
and have the opportunity to stimulate a 
positive change in their lives. 

If you’re interested in becoming a Cam-
mind volunteer, call Hannah Turner on 
01223 311320, or email: co-ordinator@
cam-mind.org.uk. 
For more information, visit Cam-mind’s 
website: www.cam-mind.org.uk

Community First Responders are 
ordinary members of the public who 
volunteer to do something extraordinary. 
Magpas has Community First responder 
Groups all over Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough. The idea behind the 
scheme is a simple one… local people 
can get to local emergencies very quickly 
because they are just around the corner. 
Time is a very important factor and 
ambulances can’t be everywhere at once.

By providing relatively simple medical 
treatment quickly, Community First 
Responders can literally make the 
difference between life and death

Who can be a First Responder and 
what does it involve?
First Responders are:
· Over 18 and under 70
· Have a full current driving licence and 
access to a car
· Completes a course and competency 
test provided by Magpas
· Are medically and physically fit to fulfil 
the role
· Agrees to a Criminal Records check.

Once your training has been completed 
you will join your fellow responders 
in taking it in turns to be on call. This 
means having the kit bag and being 
available to respond to local 999 calls 
when the Ambulance control centre calls 
you.

What emergencies do First Responders 
attend?
First Responders attend local 
emergencies such as chest pains, cardiac 
arrest, breathing problems, strokes and 
fainting. They do not attend trauma, road 
traffic accidents or children under the age 
of 8 years.

For more information about the 
Gamlingay First Responder Scheme 
phone Magpas: 01480 371060
For more information about Magpas 
please visit www.magpas.org.uk

Gamlingay 
Community 
First Responder 
Scheme.



by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk 
For information on the Eco – Hub please visit  www.gamlingay-ecohub.info

Parish Council meetings May and June

Nick Telford – Reed was re-elected as Chairman of the parish council and of Finance and General Purposes Committee, Mick 
Giles as Chairman of Planning.  Councillors Mr J Nicolas, Mrs M Halliday and Mr Lewis Girdwood were co-opted to join the 12 
elected members of the council.  The parish council is pleased to now be at full strength with 15 councillors.

● Community Buildings
Agreement was given that the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) can be sited on recreation field and the planning application should 
be submitted shortly – the funding for this is coming primarily from South Cambridgeshire District Council.  It will be situated 
behind the skate park alongside the school field fence, with paths leading from the village college and the Eco Hub.   This should 
be a major additional funding generator for the Eco Hub – proceeds will be split between the Parish Council and the Eco Hub 
management committee.
Eco Hub funding – the parish council are delighted to be able to announce that the Greensand Ridge Local Action Group has 
granted £204 500 to the project, which it sees as an exemplar for sustainable community buildings in the region.  In addition, 
Young Lives have granted a further £33 700 to the project.  This application was submitted by young people from the Youth Cafe 
and Youth Club and the money is to be used to equip the Eco Hub with storage, sound proofing and kitchenette. There have also 
been 2 major private donations to the project - £20 000 from the estate of the late Dr Ellis to the Community Centre Management 
Committee and £10 000 from Mr Keith Maddocks of KMG systems Ltd. Decisions are still awaited from the Football Foundation 
and Biffa.   Bridget Smith (BS), the project facilitator, has identified several other funding streams which will be investigated.  Any 
help with researching funding streams or applying for funding would be greatly appreciated.
Access to specification and plans for the Eco Hub – these have been made available for reference only at the library.  A request 
has been received for copies – clerks to check copyright implications.  Comments have been received about details in these 
specifications – these have been passed on to the relevant professionals.  It was pointed out that the tender price is based on these 
specifications and therefore any alterations are likely to affect this. It was queried why none of the people with expert experience 
now commenting on the detail of the project were involved earlier. It was pointed out that a large notice was placed advertising 
employment opportunities and appealing for local specialists (structural engineer, quantity surveyor and mechanical and electrical 
engineer) in the Gazette in Dec 2008, during the early stages of the project, but no responses were received.
Whilst It is acknowledged that  many parishioners have expertise in various fields and may feel that  things could or should be 
done differently,  this specification has been prepared by professionals and has been  accepted by the parish council as satisfying its 
requirements.
● Library 
Alternative venues still being considered – St Mary’s church hall and vacant premises on the Wales site.  Baptist Chapel have 
turned down the request to hire their hall. 
● Green Acres Residents Association 
 This is disbanding and will no longer take responsibility for maintaining the green areas within Green Acres estate – the parish 
council has been asked to consider taking this on.  Parish council has agreed to take on rental and maintenance of Merton field 
subject to agreement with landowner.  
The proposed public consultation on the Green End Industrial Estate redevelopment has been cancelled by the landowner – will be 
rescheduled at a later date.
● Gamlingay Residents Association (GRA)
 Parish council agreed to meet with the committee to discuss access to specification and plans in electronic format, once tender has 
been awarded.  Mr Gorton expressed his opinion that the record of the GRA meeting recorded in the last Gazette was “truncated 
and biased”.  It was explained that the report of parish council meetings in the Gazette is always a necessarily brief précis.  A 
more detailed view can be gained by viewing the minutes of meetings (available on the website), but comments and speeches are 
never recorded verbatim, for reasons of clarity and brevity.  Constructive input from GRA was discussed – parish council to write 
to request help with various ongoing projects for eg. a street lighting survey, parking problems, pavement warden scheme and 
cemetery working party.
● Miscellaneous
The parish council has been fortunate to have gained funding through the government’s Future Jobs Fund for an office assistant/
trainee clerk for a 6 month contract.  All costs are met by the FJF and the intention is to give young people the opportunity to learn 
and gain experience of real jobs in order to assist them to achieve sustainable future employment.
A report was considered from the Churchyard and Cemetery working party.  Actions include getting the holly hedge cut back, 



shrubs trimmed, old and unmaintained graves monitored and rubbish/soil removed.  The planning application to make repairs to St 
Mary’s wall, paths and gates will be submitted shortly – a faculty to complete the works will then be needed from the Diocese of 
Ely.
Forward Gamlingay! – information was requested about what FG! Has done for older people in the community. B Smith and 
S Groom explained that FG! Has asked for input from villagers about what needs in the community were not being met and 
one suggestion was received about forming a dedicated centre for older people.  FG! Was enthusiastic about supporting anyone 
prepared to get involved with this idea, but has been hampered by a lack of support.  FG! Has been involved in drawing up plans 
for the Millbridge Brook area which will include a pathway and picnic area which will be accessible to wheelchairs/disability 
vehicles and pushchairs and discussions are currently underway about the possibility of providing day care and specialist support 
for older people in the village – this is especially important as nearby centres are due to close. County and District Councillor 
Sebastian Kindersley (SK) added that it should also be understood that youth provision is not just for youth – the provision of 
facilities is intended to reduce anti- social behaviour by engaging young people in activities. In surveys of Cambridgeshire the 
reduction of anti-social behaviour has been highlighted as the “peoples priority”.

Roads – SK gave information that no further money is due to be spent by County Council on Cinques Road as the rebuild cost 
would run into hundreds of thousands and £25k has been spent repairing potholes. Other  roads in the County are considered to 
be in a worse state.  Councillor Sadler asked and received permission from the parish council to approach Cambridge County 
Highways department to query why utility companies are not being chased to repair holes and trenches dug to install new pipes/
drains etc.  This will be of increasing importance with the major new developments coming to the village.

Schools – SK said that letters have been sent from the County to the local schools.  Following meetings between Central 
Bedfordshire and Cambridge County Council, further  meetings are taking place in the village this week to discuss the future of 
education provision.

Butts Play Area – annual safety report has been done and essential maintenance and repair work will be arranged. Ray Daisley has 
kindly offered to investigate the possibility of repairing the much loved roundabout.  Originally from Wicksteed, the castings were 
long ago destroyed and the bearing has now worn out.  The roundabout will be out of action while investigations continue.  BS 
advised that some grant funding may be available to fund a replacement if this proves necessary.

Gamlingay Parish Council Annual Report – this will be published by the end of June and will be available on the website, at the 
Library and from the office.  It will include contact details for all councillors as well as a report on the activity of the council over 
the last year, a summary of accounts and forward plans.

Free support in Gamlingay for Carers and Adults, or Parents with a Disability
Speaking Up are an independent advocacy organisation, based around Cambridgeshire and offer free advocacy services to help 
you with understanding your rights or helping you to make informed decisions.  Advocacy is supporting people to speak up about 
the things they want. As an independent organisation Speaking Up can work with people to put their views forward without the 
constraints often imposed by statutory organisations such as Social Services. Advocates do not tell their clients what to do, they 
work with people to explore options/possibilities and support them in the choices they make.

Carers Advocacy
It is thought that 1 in 10 people in 
Cambridgeshire are unpaid carers.  
Looking after elderly relatives or 
friends who need help can be extremely 
rewarding, but many unpaid carers do not 
realise that they also have rights and can 
access a support network themselves.
“There is a need for carers’ advocacy 
as I often feel alone and isolated as a 
carer and unable to get my feelings and 
thoughts across to others”. (Carer in 
Cambridge)
Speaking Up service is independent, 
confidential and completely free.

Community Advocacy
Speaking Up’s Community Advocates 
support people with learning, physical or 
sensory disabilities to have their say and 
get their views heard.  
They can provide support with issues 
such as housing, care, health and 
complaints as well as general queries on 
your rights and support options.
 “Having someone to listen is like having 
the light at the end of the tunnel”. (One 
of Community clients)

Family Advocacy
Our Speaking Up for Families Advocates 
work with parents with a learning 
difficulty to ensure they are aware of 
their rights and get the right support to 
perform their parenting role. 

 “We are providing much needed support 
to parents with learning difficulties 
who can come to us for information on 
parenting, accessing parenting networks 
or for help at meetings concerning 
their children, leading to a fuller 
understanding of their rights”. (Rachel 
Mason, Advocate for Speaking Up for 
Families)
“Speaking Up for Families has been 
great for me. I felt very supported when 
my advocate came to meetings about my 
children with me”. (Sharon Nisbet, mum 
of three and user of the service) 

If you would like an advocate, Speaking 
Up advocacy services can be contacted 
on:
Tel:   01223 555800
Email: info@speakingup.org
Address: Mount Pleasant House  
Cambridge CB3 0RN 



The Oak Tree

Come children, dance,
And share your joy with me,
For many years I’ve listened,
While they sing so merrily.

In May they bring their posies,
And lay them sweetly by,
To play a ‘Ring Of Roses’,
As their voices reach the sky.

With every year advancing,
They return so happily,
To bring their young ones singing,
Their songs so pleasantly.

The Spring-time brings contentment,
But for me does not compete,
With children laughing, dancing,
Together at my feet.

E. W. Farndell

The Gazette wishes Mr 
Farndell a belated ‘Happy 
90th Birthday’.

GAMlINGAy FIRST SChOOl  - Year 3 and Year 4 Projects.(see page24 for details)



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk Leanne Bacon 650 477

parish-clerk@hatley.info
POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Chris Eaton/Roy Dennis 650 188 /650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Amanda Hardy 650 124
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk



WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. 

Thursday 22nd July, Wednesday 
18th August, Thursday 16th 
September

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club

Saturday, 3rd July A day outing to Sissinghurst.

Wednesday 1st September Ric Staines The magic of plants,- how they work.

History Society

Monday, 12th July AGM and social evening

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 20th July ‘Can I help you I am a Paramedic?’ by Bob Jones

Tuesday, 17th August Garden Party at Lindsay Bygraves

Neigbourhood policing panel

Wednesday, 21st July Haslingfield Village Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday, 20th October Gamlingay Village College, 7.30pm

Parental Forum, GVC

Tuesday, 14th September 7.00pm Room 2 Gamlingay Village College. All parents welcome.



WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 20th July

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 2nd August Copy deadline for September edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 19th July Brian Dickie, a talk on Motor Neurone Disease

Monday, 16th August Garden Party

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



The Police
Non-emergency number has 

changed to:
0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30


